













Abstract:	 The	 paper	 centres	 on	 a	 single	 document,	 the	 1968	 doctoral	 thesis	 of	
L	Bruce	 Archer.	 It	 traces	 the	 author’s	 earlier	 publications	 and	 the	 sources	 that	
informed	and	 inspired	his	 thinking,	 as	 a	way	of	 understanding	 the	 trajectory	of	 his	
ideas	 and	 the	 motivations	 for	 his	 work	 at	 the	 Royal	 College	 of	 Art	 from	 1962.		
Analysis	 of	 the	 thesis	 suggests	 that	 Archer’s	 ambition	 for	 a	 rigorous	 “science	 of	
design”	 inspired	 by	 algorithmic	 approaches	 was	 increasingly	 threatened	 with	
disruption	by	his	experience	of	 large,	complex	design	projects.	His	attempts	to	deal	
with	 this	 problem	 are	 shown	 to	 involve	 a	 particular	 interpretation	 of	 cybernetics.		
The	 paper	 ends	 with	 Archer’s	 own	 retrospective	 view	 and	 a	 brief	 account	 of	 his	
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